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 Passages is a collection of original stories by the adult students of the Fall 2022 
Visual Storytelling class, Creating and Publishing a Graphic Novel, offered at the Palo Alto 
Art Center.

 For 10 years now, I have been teaching various adult visual storytelling classes at 
the Palo Alto Art Center. Students enjoy learning the basics of different forms of visual 
storytelling and creating their own story with texts and images. In 2016, I offered the 
students the possibility of going one step further to discover the excitement of not only 
writing but also publishing a graphic novel by designing a new class: Writing and Publish-
ing a Graphic Novel: A Grand Voyage. The class was a success and the final collaborative 
graphic novel included eight complete stories of five pages each. Then, an updated version 
of the class, Writing and Publishing a Graphic Novel, was offered in 2019 and again, this 
year in the fall of 2022. 

 The project is ambitious. Over the course of a ten-week evening class, students 
learn to develop a multiple-page story using sequential art, in the visual narrative style 
of their choice: memoirs, adventures, children’s stories, science fiction and fantasy. While 
acquiring the fundamentals of visual storytelling, including storyboarding, thumbnailing, 
character design, picture composition, camera works, and page layouts, through a series of 
exercises, they develop their personal toolbox for telling stories that resonate with audi-
ences.

 While many students prefer traditional techniques, working with pencils, black ink 
and color on paper, others choose digital tools. In the final weeks of the class, participants 
collaborate to organize the collection of individual stories into a cohesive digital graphic 
novel. Topics include book layout, cover design, title page, preface, barcodes and ISBN, 
copyrights, etc.



 The 2022 final collaborative graphic novel book includes five wonderful stories, five 
visual journeys. Some of the class participants were beginners with little experience in art 
while others were already art professionals.  All wanted to learn how to tell stories with 
pictures. The five superb stories range from autofiction to fantasy, all of them sharing, in 
a way or another, an element of transformation, a passage towards something new and 
unexpected

 Each of the stories in the book is preceded by the student’s self-portrait and artist 
statement. The students also shared at the end their story a selection of their preliminary 
work, thumbnails, and sketches, giving the reader an idea of their creative process.

 Following the class, an exhibition of the graphic novel was held in the Palo Alto Art 
Center’s Studio Gallery, from January to March 2023.

 The complete digital book can be downloaded for free on DanieleBD.com, in the 
Collaborative Graphic Novels page. You will also find there the two previous collaborative 
graphic novels done by other adult students of the Palo Alto Art Center: Voyages (2016) 
and Discovery (2019). 

 Danièle Archambault, Ph.D. 
 Linguist and cartoonist
 Class instructor
 DanieleBD.com





Stories

Katie’s Kitty’s Adventure!
Lynn Krug

Pyra, the worker elf
Kai Ho Edgar Cheung

The Fuzzies
Monica Van

Just one more step
Rocio del Pilar Soto Astorga

Parrot
Zoe Chung



















































































Class exhibition of the graphic novel
Palo Alto Art Center’s Studio Gallery

January to March 2023.





 Danièle Archambault, Ph.D., is an artist, a researcher and author using visual storytelling 
(graphic novels, graphic memoirs, comic books) as a way to document a society’s cultural and 
linguistic landscape. Originally from Montréal (Québec), where she was a tenured professor in 
the Department of Linguistics at the Université de Montréal, she moved to Palo Alto twenty 
years ago. In 2009, her interest in comic books, graphic novels, and the European genre, bandes 
dessinées, led her to attend a course at Stanford University on how to create a graphic novel. 
She discovered an engaging and powerful way to reach people and document culture, language, 
and life. Since 2010, she published over nine comics and graphic novels: she Stairway stories 
series, Québec-California, La sobriété volontaire (A Year Without a Drink), Calendrier de l’Avent 
et du temps des Fêtes, Smiling through the mask, Rire sous masque, etc. She also edited or 
co-edited several collaborative comic books, and artist books. She has had solo exhibitions and 
group exhibits (juried) in Canada and in the United States. She is a regular guest speaker on 
documenting culture and dialects through comics at various educational and cultural institu-
tions.  Ms. Archambault teaches graphic novel and illustration classes at the Palo Alto Art Cen-
ter and other educational venues in the Bay Area, focusing on the art of visual storytelling. She 
is the co-founder with Ms. Anne Dumontier of the educational program French Language and 
Culture through comics, in Northern California. From 2014-2022, she has been an artist-in-
residence in the Cubberley Studio Artist Program, a program of the City of Palo Alto. Ms. Ar-
chambault’s artwork also includes series of drawings and paintings, created using traditional art 
form like watercolor, pastels and color pencils as well as digital art, using a graphic tablet and a 
computer. Her latest work includes various series like The Art of Procrastination, Life on their 
own, Reflections on Art and the adaptations of some of Lafontaine’s fables.

www.DanieleBD.com
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